Hospice values, access to services, and the Medicare hospice benefit.
The Medicare benefit has been an important force in shaping the American hospice movement during the 1980's. Hospice reimbursement under Medicare added legitimacy to the movement, increased access to hospice care for some Medicare beneficiaries, and provided financial support to Medicare certified hospice programs. But the increased access for some may come at the cost of decreased access for others, and the price of reimbursement may be the erosion of hospice as a unique form of terminal care in this country. It is up to hospice professionals to balance the fiscal realities of providing hospice care without losing sight of the values and philosophies that have made hospice a "special kind of care."